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The Mission  
of Corpus Christi 

 

We, at Corpus Christi, seek  
to experience God in Scripture,  

the Sacraments, our prayer,  
studies, one another  

and all of God’s creation.   
We aspire to embody  

God’s presence  
by sharing our gifts  
and welcoming all.    

An Arizona Non-Profit Corporation founded in 1999  — 300 N. Tanque Verde Loop Road, Tucson, AZ 85748 



 

 

 W e welcome all who are visiting our Corpus Christi Faith 
Community for the first time or are frequent visitors.  We are       
honored by your presence.  If we can be of service to you, please do 
not hesitate to call on us.  
     If you would like to become a member, complete a registration 
form located at the back of the church, parish office, or visit:  

wwwcccctucson.org/becomeamember 

We have a “tab” on the homepage of our  parish 
website (www.cccctucson.org)… 
Funeral Announcements.  We hope this will help get 
funeral service announcements and other pertinent 
information out to our community about members of 
our parish who have passed into eternal life.  This 
information is also available on our Prayer Chain.     

Monday, September 7, 2026  
in observance of  

Labor Day 

Evening Prayer & Adoration 

    Eucharistic Adoration, along with Evening Prayer (from the    
Liturgy of the Hours) will be held at 6:00pm on the Thursday before 
each First Friday. Prayer in the presence of the Eucharist has long 
been a source of peace and consolation for members of the church. 
The service will begin with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,       
community participation in Evening Prayer and conclude with a   
period of silent prayer while the Eucharist remains on the altar.   

The next Evening Prayer & Adoration will be September 3, 2026    

          Corpus Christi Website  
               www.cccctucson.org    
 

Please check our parish webpage: 
• For Current Events 
• For our Interactive Monthly Calendar 
• To hear Weekly Homilies from Fr. Albert, Fr. Richard, or Deacon 

Mark 
• For further information about our Corpus Christi Catholic    

Community including Ministries and Groups 

The Pastor’s Musings— 

(continuation from last week’s Bulletin) 
 
A threefold ritual 
 

     The Order of Christian Funerals prescribes three separate and 

ideally sequential rites to celebrate the journey of the deceased from 

this life to the next.  This movement or progression of rites can be 

helpful to the mourners going through this period of separation and 

letting go of their loved one. 

     The principal celebration is the funeral liturgy, which is typically 

a Mass.  Two smaller celebrations also take place.  The Vigil for 

the Deceased is a short prayer service during the time following 

death and before the funeral liturgy. It usually takes place at the 

funeral home.  The Rite of Committal is short prayer service at the 

cemetery, ideally beside the open grave or place of interment.  Both 

of these short services include Scripture, prayers, and possibly 

songs.  The ideal sequence of these three funeral rites is vigil,   

funeral Mass, then committal. 

     Up to the 1990s, with cremated remains banned from church, the 

only way to solve the problems created by immediate cremation 

(cremation before the funeral) was to reverse the order of these 

rituals, that is, have the rite of committal (burial) at the cemetery first 

and then have a Memorial Mass.   

     However, committing the remains for burial prior to the funeral 

liturgy often does not satisfy the need for the mourners to have 

something of the deceased present when gathering for the final 

farewell.  The prayers of the funeral liturgy praise and thank God for 

the gift of this person’s life whom we are to commending to God, as 

well as being a source of hope for all the living. 

     

 --Fr. Albert V. Miranda 

 

(To be continued in next week’s Bulletin) 

       May we recognize our call to care for the persons        
we encounter, the most vulnerable and forgotten of 
God’s  creation, and the earth itself, entrusted to us as a 
common home.    

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal   
Relaunch 

     Your generosity is already at work! Funds 
received through the 2026 Annual Catholic  
Appeal are already being allocated to serve 
people, parishes, and ministries throughout 
Southern Arizona.  

• $400,000 toward the formation and support of our seminarians 
• $405,000 to Native American and other parishes with limited 

financial resources 
• $350,000 for outreach and assistance to individuals and      

families in need 
• $125,000 for the care of our retired priests 
• $80,000 to provide spiritual and pastoral care to men and   

women who are incarcerated 
• $2 million to diocesan ministries and services supporting    

Catholic schools, evangelization, formation, vocations, youth 
and young adults, and parish life throughout our Diocese 

Another $331,191 is needed so that our shared mission to provide 
spiritual, pastoral, and charitable care throughout Southern Arizona 
can be fully supported. If you have an outstanding pledge, have not 
yet participated, or would like to make an additional gift, your      
participation still matters. Give today: cathfnd.org/donate 



 

 

Lectio Divina 

“Morning after morning He opens my ear that I may hear”  
          - Isaiah 50:4 

Lectio Divina is held on Wednesday, at 9:00am in the Chapel.      
We will learn the prayer method of letting God, our Divine Friend, 
speak to us through the scriptures. Join us anytime as these are 
ongoing groups. For more information call Donna Celenza-Sweet 
520-370-9507. 

The Fruit of... 
“The fruit of silence is prayer, the fruit of prayer is 

faith, the fruit of faith is love, the fruit of love is   
service, and the fruit of service is peace.”  

~ St. Teresa of Calcutta   

Prayer Chain             
If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Chain, 
or have a prayer request, all that’s required is to 
have a computer with internet access, an email 
address, a compassionate heart, and willingness 
to pray for others (no phone trees). Send requests to: 

 tempprayerchain@cccctucson.org 

Reminder for Parents 

     We would like to remind parents to please accompany their 
children to the restrooms.  We are a growing parish and would like 
to continue to be a safe parish.  Thank you. 

Virtual Rosary 

    Please join us for the Rosary online using Zoom. We will be 
praying at 9:00am on Wednesday and Friday.  You must have 
Zoom on your computer (it’s easy to download from zoom.com!).  If 
you would like to join us please contact Theresa Romanelli at    
(520) 373-5442 or  grandma.romanelli@gmail.com. Once you give 
your email to Theresa, she will send you an invitation to the Zoom 
meeting on Thursday.  It will have a link you click on to join the  
meeting on Friday.  
*Wednesday Zoom meeting ID: 86975406196 / Passcode: USA 
*Friday Zoom meeting ID: 81859009428 / Passcode: JESUS. 

Usher Ministry 
Corpus Christi Ushers serve 1 or 2 masses a month, and 
will be an important part of our Mass Celebration.      
(Safe Environment Compliance must be completed before 
volunteering) If you have an interest but have questions 

regarding the Usher Ministry, we encourage you to contact ministry 
lead, Al Scionti who is more than willing to explain the duties of an 
Usher and how scheduling works, or answer any other questions 
you may have. Contact Al by email: scionti52@gmail.com or by 
phone 520-204-5961.  

Homebound Eucharist 
     If you have a family member or know of a parishioner on the 
eastside of Tucson in need of having Eucharist brought to them  
regularly, please contact the Parish Office at 751-4235. 

Grief and Loss Support Group 

     Grief and Loss group sessions will provide an opportunity for   
individuals of all ages to express feelings, build rapport, get support, 
and be heard. The intent is to create a safe place to connect, learn 
about grief, understand how grief affects us, and identify coping 
strategies to assist with experiencing grief. The group will provide 
encouragement, strength and support through the use of reflection, 
sharing, and prayer to assist with the healing process of grief and 
loss. Group sessions will be held in the Chapel the 1st Friday of 
each month.  **Please contact Dr. Thouin  at 520-240-3599 or    
tanis@qualityoflifecounseling.net to register before attending a   
session. 

The following is the current session schedule: 
 10:00am—11:30am in the Chapel                                   

August 7  
September 4  

October 2 
November 6 
December 4  

  CORPUS CHRISTI WELCOMES… 

            Newly Registered Members:      
                     
                   The Lucero Family 
                The Candelaria Family       

Rosary 

All are invited to pray the Rosary at 7:15am, before 8:00am Daily 
Mass Monday thru Friday. 

Alzheimer’s and Other Dementias Caregiver     
Support Group 

An opportunity to gather with other caregivers to exchange ideas 
and suggestions for those trying to understand and cope with the 
challenges of caring for a loved one with dementia. Caregivers only. 
Sessions are held the second and fourth Tuesday each month. Next 
session is September 8, 3:00—4:15 PM in the Chapel. Facilitator:     
Ellie Arnold, Alzheimer’s Association.  

Have You Moved? 

  Do you have a new address, phone number or 
family changes? Updating this information helps us 
serve the parish more effectively and saves on the 
cost of returned postage. Please call the Parish  
Office at 520-751-4235 to update your information.  



 

 

Religious Education the Family Way 

Family Faith Formation     
 
     Registration is now open for the 2026-27 session. Forms are 
available in the parish office and on the website. 
 
     This group is primarily for those families who have a child       
preparing for First Communion. 
 
     An explanation of this family-based ministry can be found on the 
website by clicking on the “Faith Formation Youth” tab followed by 
the “Family Faith and Sacraments” tab.  
 
“Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their      
children.” Catechism of the Catholic Church #2223 
 
Family Faith Formation is a ministry at Corpus Christi that is        
dedicated to bringing the faith into the homes of our children.    
Questions? Contact Suzanne Hensel, Coordinator of Family Ministry 
and Children’s Sacrament Preparation at:  

shensel@cccctucson.org 

Did you know? 
• That there is a hiking/nature trail around the Corpus Christi 

property with Stations of the Cross? 
• That there is a Parish Lending Library in the hallway near the 

office? 
• You can purchase gift cards and beautiful Corpus Christi      

notecards in the office, 9:00am-4:00pm, Monday through     
Friday? 

• There is a Labyrinth on the east side of our campus, east of the 
church building, for meditation and to enrich your journey! 

• There is a Lions Club collection box on the table in the        
Community Center for recycling eyeglasses, hearing aids and 
cell phones? 

                Youth Group    
                  
 

 
Weekly Schedule:     
Monday:  Confirmation catch up class (evening session on Zoom) 
Tuesday - Horses w/ Wings team, in-person assist at equine       
therapy program evening. Contact Stacey for details. 
Wednesday - Innovative Religious Education (RE), 4:30pm  
Thursday - Confirmation catch up class (evening session on Zoom) 
Friday -  Guided Meditation on Zoom. Time varies, contact Stacey. 
Saturday - no meetings 
Sunday - Children’s Church - 2nd Sunday during 9:45 Mass.  
                 YG/Confirmation, 11am—2pm  

          
Tuesday Night Horses with Wings—Limited group 

sizes. Weather Permitting!  Contact Stacey for  
details. 

 
 

Youth Group and Confirmation Candidates are involved in          
mentoring/helping other programs, outreach projects, bible and   

liturgy discussions, church camps hike retreats and more.  
These groups meet regularly on Sunday at 11 AM. 

 
For information on Youth Group please contact Corpus Christi  
Youth Coordinator, Stacey Beste at sbeste@cccctucson.org 

   Like us on Facebook: Corpus Christi YouthMinistry 
 

Innovative RE and JRYG  
(Religious Education)     
Innovative Religious Education (RE) teaches 
kids religious and  spiritual lessons using  
relatable, fun projects and community       
outreach service. Junior Youth Group (JRYG) 

is a step up from Innovative RE, continuing the students religious/
spiritual journey. Both groups meet on Wednesday 4:30-5:30 PM.   
For more information visit our website our contact Stacey Beste at: 
sbeste@cccctucson.org. 

Altar Servers! 
We have a wonderful crew of altar servers, but we could 
use your help! If you are between the ages of 8 and 18, 

and have received your first communion, you are eligible to serve! 
Please call Marcy Block at 520-401-0403 or email: blockmarcy 
@yahoo.com for more information. 

Our Facebook page...  
“like” us on Facebook at “Corpus Christi Parish” and be part of 
increasing our faith community presence! 

Memorial Bricks 

     Individuals can have a personalized brick engraved in our   
existing Plaza bricks as an excellent way to support our          
community, offer tribute to persons living or deceased, or show 
enduring esteem for some work of the community. The bricks are 
available for a cost of $150 per brick. This fee helps cover the cost 
of engraving and assists the Building Fund. *(Seek the advice of 
your tax professional about the applicability of donations to your        
individual tax situation.)   
Forms are available in the parish office or on our website. If you 
have  additional questions, please contact Kara Montaño at the 
Parish Office or email: kmontano@cccctucson.org.   

Registered Households:   1,063 



 

 

September Monthly Food Drive 
supporting  

Pio Decimo Center 

Pio Decimo Center provides transitional 
housing for homeless and at risk families, low-cost senior 
housing, childcare and youth programs. Your donations 
will help anyone coming to the center seeking assistance. 
Suggested Donations - 
Food:  canned vegetables, fruits and meats; packaged foods/mixes; 
peanut butter; cereal; rice; beans. 
Toiletries:  shampoo; soap; toilet paper; laundry detergent; adult 
diapers; paper towels; diapers. 
 

LOOK FOR THE BLUE WHEELBARROW IN THE NARTHEX     
BEFORE AND AFTER ALL MASSES OR COMMUNITY CENTER     

DURING THE WEEK 

Ways to Donate to your Parish   
Use your weekly envelope; contribute by Visa 
or MasterCard; credit or debit card; recurring 
weekly or monthly donations through your 
bank.  For more information on using one of 
the alternative methods of donating, please 

contact John Salapski at the Parish Office at 520-751-4235. 

Journey of Faith - Parish Library 

Have you thought about strengthening and broadening your faith?  
Reading about the saints and their lives is one way to inspire you.  

To make your journey of faith more   
enjoyable, the library is in the process of 
updating, organizing, and rearranging 
our growing inventory of books and  
videos to better serve parishioners. In 
order to smooth the process, we are 
seeking a  couple of volunteers who can 
help with this important apostolate.  
Initially, the goal will be to ensure     
materials are correctly categorized.  
Beyond that, we envision  publishing an 
index of available titles, authors, and 
topics on the parish website.   

If you would like to help, please contact Kay Dahms at 
(kdahms@mac.com) or through the parish office. 

Caution—Wildlife Around Campus!  
Our parish campus is surrounded by serene desert landscape     
and various species of wildlife make their way onto our campus, 
including the plaza and near the buildings. We urge  everyone to 
please be aware when on campus—walking along the pathways, 
around our buildings, parking lots and the meditation trail.  We wish 
for all to be safe! If you happen to capture a photo of our wonderful 
campus wildlife we would be happy to feature it in our bulletin! 
Please send the  photo as an attachment to:  

kmontano@cccctucson.org 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Walk with Someone on Their Faith Journey 

Have you ever considered walking alongside someone as they   

discover the Catholic faith? Do you sense God calling you to deepen 

your faith? Our Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)  

ministry is seeking faithful Catholics to serve as sponsors. 

A sponsor is not expected to have all the answers. Rather,               

a sponsor is willing to accompany another person with prayer,     

encouragement, friendship, and the witness of a lived Catholic faith. 

Many sponsors discover that the experience deepens their own  

relationship with Christ and enriches their understanding of the faith. 

Prayerfully consider coming to one of our Sponsor orientation &  
information sessions held on the following dates after 9:45 Mass in 
the community center: 

Sunday, August 30th 
Sunday, September 27th 
Sunday, October 11th 
Please contact Sylvia Olberding at sylvia.olberding@gmail.com or 
520-268-3413 for more information. 

OCIA Classes Begin Sunday, September 13
th

 
from 11:00am -12:30 in the Chapel 

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is for   
everyone! 

• Fully initiated Catholics, fulfilling Christ’s mission to make disci-
ples of all nations, desiring to learn more about our Catholic 
faith, share that faith, and accompany others as sponsors.  

• The unbaptized or those baptized in another Christian faith de-
siring to learn about the Catholic faith and become a fully initiat-
ed member of the Church. 

• Baptized Catholics desiring to complete the Sacraments of the 
Eucharist and Confirmation. 

What can you do?·       

• Pray for continually increased faith, pray for those in your life 
who may not know Christ or the beauty of our Catholic 
faith.·       

•  Invite someone in your life to join you at Mass or to consider 
learning about our faith through the OCIA process. ·   

• Consider participating in the OCIA process as a sponsor and/or 
catechist. Please join our OCIA team.  

For more information, contact Sylvia Olberding at                         
sylvia.olberding@gmail.com or (520) 268-3413, or Deacon Mark 
Cesnik at deaconmark@ccctucson.org. 



 

 

       
      
 

                         
              
        READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97-102; Lk 4:16-30  
Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-14; Lk 4:31-37  
Wednesday:  1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-15, 20-21; Lk 4:38-44  
Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 5:1-11   
Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40; Lk 5:33-39  
Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15; Ps 145:17-21; Lk 6:1-5   
Sunday: Ezek 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 13:8-10;  
 Mt 18:15-20   
 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time; St. Pammachius 
Monday: St. Raymond Nonnato; Sts. Joseph of Arimathea and 
 Nicodemus    
Tuesday: St. Egidio;  
 World Day of Prayer of the Care of Creation  
Wednesday: St. Zenon 
Thursday: St. Gregory the Great   
Friday: St. Boniface; First Friday   
Saturday: St. Teresa of Calcutta; First Saturday  

  

CORPUS CHRISTI STAFF 

  (520) 751- 4235 • Fax (520) 751-1304 • www.cccctucson.org    
  Deacon Mark Cesnik; deaconmark@cccctucson.org 
  Deacon Dennis Scalpone; drsinsco@gmail.com 
  Office Manager, Kara Montaño; kmontano@cccctucson.org 
  Finance Manager, John Salapski; jsalapski@cccctucson.org 
  Director of Music, Jana Gee; jmgee19@gmail.com 
  Coordinator of Family Ministry and Children’s Sacrament Preparation,    
                                                              Suzanne Hensel; shensel@cccctucson.org 
  Coordinator of Youth Ministry, Stacey Beste; sbeste@cccctucson.org 
  Maintenance Supervisor, Chris Buchanan; cbuchanan@cccctucson.org 
  Maintenance, Alma Schlor; aschlor@cccctucson.org 
  Safe Environment, Celeste Ogg; cogg@cccctucson.org 
  Bulletin Editor, bulletin@cccctucson.org 

“For it is in the giving that we receive” ~ St. Francis of Assisi 

Donations:          General    /   Designated   
          August 16, 2026      $17,908            $2,526 

          August 23, 2026      $  6,035            $2,748 

        
 
     Thank you for your generosity! 

Corpus Christi Ministries 

 Activities  Ceil Woodruff 751-4235 

 Altar Linens Cathy Cristo                       401-9140  
 Altar Servers Marcy Block 401-0403 

 Altar Server Robes Sharon Jones 928-580-1608 

 Becoming Catholic                Sylvia Olberding/Dc Mark  751-4235  
 Church Decorations Linda Calandrella 749-9171 

 Eucharistic Ministers Dave Baker 290-9064 

 EM Training Rose Britt 906-3301 

 Funeral Receptions Dee / Lisa / Mary / Pat 751-4235 

 Greeters Angie Buchanan                730-0249 

 Grief & Loss Support Tanis L. Thouin, Ph.D.       240-3599  
 Homebound Eucharist Theresa Romanelli 751-4235 

 Hook, Needles & Yarn           Diana / Valerie 751-4235 

 Infant Baptism Prep Dc Dennis Scalpone 751-4235 

 Knights of Columbus Mike Kwinn 751-4235 

 Labyrinth call the parish office 751-4235 

 Lectors  Linda Calandrella 749-9171 

 Liturgical Life                   Linda Calandrella 749-9171 

 Outreach Maura M. / Cheryl P. 751-4235 

 Parish Council Javier Enriquez 751-4235 

 Parish Librarian Kay Dahms                        751-4235 

 Prayer Chain tempprayerchain@cccctucson.org 

 Quilt Ministry Diane Arnold 990-7490 

 Scholarship Ministry Gaby Lochner 751-4235 

 Scrip (Gift Cards) Bill Wierschem 369-9662  
 Time & Talent Linda Calandrella 749-9171 

 Ushers  Al Scionti 204-5961 

 Vocations Georgene/Nancy 751-4235 

 Welcoming Ministry                Georgene Fromm 820-8326 

 Widowed Women Linda Fiore 751-4235 

 Women’s Ministry  Donna Celenza-Sweet 370-9507 

Corpus Christi Groups 

 Blood Drive Coordinator Dee Veale 751-4235 

 SA Troop 747 Chaz Elsten 991-0429 

 Bridge  Barb McElroy 885-4996 
 Hiking Club                            Cheryl Pruett-Fimbres 237-5879 

 Let’s Talk Travel Brian & Karen McKenna 751-4235 

 Out to Lunch Bunch  Randy Lujan 907-6990 

 Texas Hold’em John Gulli 245-2149  

Mandatory Reporting Information – Safe Environment 
In accordance with the Mandatory Reporting law of the State of  Arizona,  
all employees and volunteers are responsible to immediately                
report reasonable suspicion of the abuse of any vulnerable person/      
minor, regardless of the source of the abuse. For Diocesan information     
or to file a confidential report online please visit the Diocese of Tucson 
website at https://diocesetucson.org/our-call-to-protect-1. 
Law Enforcement: 9-1-1 or the local Law Enforcement 
Arizona Department of Child Safety (DCS): (888) 767-2445 
Arizona Adult Protection Service: (877) 767-2385 
Diocese of Tucson OCAAP: (520) 838-2513 or (520) 838-2567 

To submit a ‘ready-to-print’ article for the bulletin or a pulpit          
announcement send it via email to bulletin@cccctucson.org or drop 
it by the Parish Office. Submissions must be received by 12 pm 
Monday. 

  
  
    
  

 Sunday, 8/30 All Corpus Christi Parishioners  
 Monday, 8/31 Thomas Garcia (D); Jason Arday (D); 
 Luca Calandrella (L)    
 Tuesday, 9/1 Emma Bantasan (D); William Cigrand (D);
 Rose & Vanessa Loughran (D) 
 Morning Mass Attendees (L)  
 Wednesday, 9/2 Gene Galus (D); Jeff Galus (D); 
 Martin Mamaril (D)    
 Thursday, 9/3 Alan & Jana Gee (L); Ellie McFadden (D); 
 Charles & Mae Connolly (D)   
 Friday, 9/4 Matthew Wierschem (D); Frank Karpiel (D);
 Dolores Westwood (D)    
 Saturday, 9/5 All Corpus Christi Parishioners              



 

 

 

 

***** 

Mike Kwinn, Grand Knight   


